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ABSTRACT. Rapanea pellucidostriata Gilg & Schellenb.
is transferred to Myrsine L. as M. pellucidostriata (Gilg
& Schellenb.) Pipoly & Ricketson, comb. nov. To our
knowledge, this is the last species of Rapanea Aubl.
remaining that did not have a name in the genus
Myrsine. With the transfer of this species complete,
all species of Rapanea and Suttonia A. Rich. have been
transferred into Myrsine.
Key words: Democratic Republic of the Congo,
Myrsine, Myrsinoideae, new combination, Primulaceae,
Rapanea.
In our continuing work on the Primulaceae and
Myrsinoideae for various global checklists, we exam-
ined the status of all bionomials in the genus Rapanea
Aubl. Our position on the status of Rapanea and its
transfer into Myrsine L. has been well documented
(Pipoly, 1992; Pipoly & Chen, 1995; Pipoly, 1996;
Ricketson & Pipoly; 1997; Pipoly & Ricketson, 1998;
Ricketson & Pipoly, 2010). Ricketson and Pipoly (2013)
attempted to summarize the final transfer of species
from the genus Rapanea into the pantropical genus
Myrsine and on page 469 stated, “Any remaining names
in Rapanea without a corresponding name in Myrsine
are considered taxonomic synonyms and are not in
need of transfer.” Unfortunately, it recently has come
to our attention that one additional species has remained
orphaned, which is transferred into Myrsine herewith.
Myrsine pellucidostriata (Gilg & Schellenb.) Pipoly
& Ricketson, comb. nov. Rapanea pellucidostriata
Gilg & Schellenb., Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 48: 523. 1912.
TYPE: Democratic Republic of the Congo. Ruwen-
zori, Mt. Luhindi, s.d. (fl.), J. Lebrun 4532 (neo-
type, designated by Taton [1980: 225], BR image!;
isoneotype, BR image!).
Taton (1980) separates this species from Myrsine
melanophloeos (L.) R. Br. ex Sweet based on its sessile,
punctate-lineate leaves with the lineations visible on
both surfaces. We have examined material fitting the
description and have determined that M. pellucidostriata
is worthy of retention.
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